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II'T aslked to
study airgquality
inmn Ghaziabad
GHAZIABAD: A rTesidents’™ as-
sociation in Ghaziabad has
asked II'T-Delhi to conduct a
detailed study of air polluting
sources in this Delhi suburb. in
view of the deteriorating air
gquality in the WNWational Capital
Region (WNWCR).

In a letter to IT'T-Delhi, Col.
Tejendra Pal Singh Tyagi
(retd). president of the Apart-
ment Owners Association Fed-
eration, said PM 1 (particulate
matter of size less than 1 micro
metre) has been found in the
NCR.

A letter to the IIT from the
member secretary of the Uttar
Pradesh Pollution Control
Board was writtenn on WMay 11
to conduct a study, and the res-
idents’ association wrote to the
institute to reiterate the UP-
PCB request.

Tyagi said the World Health
Organisation (WHO) in a study
in 2010 said Ghaziabad was
among the top five places in In-
dia where the air was heavily
polluted.

He said particulate matter
was carcinogenic, and it gets
deposited in the lower portion
of the Ilung. thereby reducing
Ilung capacity which was an ir-
reversible problem.

He said the association had
asked ITT-Delhi in July to con-
duct a study, but five months
have passed. and there has
been no response.

“We have been given to un-
derstand thatdiesel emissions,
burnming of biomass. polluting
air discharge from factories,
dust from the construction in-
dustry etc. contribute to PM
2.5 and PM 1. Therefore., vou
are requested to carry out a
study and give us an idea of the
approximate percentage coin-
tribution of these sources to-
wards the formation of PM 2.5
and PM 1.7”" he said guoting from
the letter-.

He said there were over 300
polluting industries and about
100 brick kilns in Ghaziabad.
and none of them conformed
to the Pollution Control Board
standards.

“Effluent treatment plants
are said to be installed in all in-
dustries but we have our
doubts if they are in operation
round-the-clock.,  he said.
LANS
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ITT-K study on
pollution to be
released soon

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 13

An II'T-Kanpur study that
identified trucks and road
dust as the biggest con-
tributors to Delhi’s pollut-
ed air is likely to be delib-
erated upon and officially
released by the AAP gov-
ernment this week.

According to a senior
Delhi government official,
the report, titled “Source
Apportionment Study of
PM2.5 and PM10”, has
playved a major role in the
recent announcement of a
series of anti-pollution
measures by the Delhi
government.

Sources in the AAP
administration said that
exhaustive findings of the
report will be closely scru-
tinised during the deliber-
ations as the report has
for the first time identi-
fied separate patterns of
pollution during sum-
mers and winters.

“The report has said
that during winters the
overall contribution of
road dust comes down,
which peaks during the
dry summer months.
Vehicular emissions
make the city's air
abysmally poor during
the winter months,” said
a senior Delhi govern-
ment official.

The report of the study,
that was commissioned in
2013 and runs into over
300 pages, also recom-
mends a switch to Euro VI
emission compliant petrol
and diesel. Incidentally,
the city government
announced its decision to
adopt Euro VI by 2017
after receiving the report.

Euro IV fuels, currently
in force in major cities,

Permits to 10,000
autos by Dec. end

® The government
will issue permits to
10,000 new
autorickshaws by
the end of this
month. The govern-
ment has already
announced that it
will add 6,000 addi-
tional buses to facil-
itate commuters
during the 15-day
trial period.
Currently 80,000
autos ply in the city.

10L private cars to
be off roads daily

® There are over 19
lakh private four-
wheelers registered
in Delhi and nearly
half of these will go
off the roads with
the implementation
of AAP govern-
ment’s ambitious
odd-even formula.

contain 50 parts per mil-
lion (ppm) sulphur, while
Euro VI stipulates 10 ppm
sulphur. BS IV and BS VI
are equivalents to the cor-
responding Euro fuels.

The lead investigator of
the study. Professor
Mukesh Sharma, would
be asked to explain as to
how his team had arrived
at the conclusion and pro-
jected the figures.
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Smriti has a dig at two expat 1IM directors

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/smriti-has-a-dig-at-two-expat-iim-directors/article7981179.ece

As Prime Minister Narendra Modi continues to urge expats and the world to “Make in India”, Union Human
Resource Minister Smriti Irani recently struck a discordant note. In the course of an interview to a news
channel, she singled out the directors of the Indian Institutes of Management of Ahmedabad and Bangalore for
raising concern over the proposed IIM Bill, 2015.

And she pointed to the non-Indian status of the directors.

“Do you know why the directors of two 1IMs, and not all, have expressed concern over the draft Bill on IIMs,”
Ms. Irani asked the interviewer. She went on to give the answer. “That is because, they are not Indians. Look at
the beauty of our government in terms of tolerance. Even a foreign citizen can call our free press and wax
eloquent about our government and our systems and tell us how our Parliament should legislate ...”

Ms. Irani’s comments on Ashish Nanda of the Ahmedabad institute and Sushil Vachani of the Bangalore one
have created ripples at the institutes.

Mr. Nanda worked at Harvard and Mr. Vachani at Boston University. Both were chosen by a select committee
of the societies of the two IIMs. Both left behind lucrative careers and came to India to head institutes of
excellence, something Prime Minister Narendra Modi wanted them to do.

What has caused concern in management and academic circles is what they call a loaded attack on the directors
for criticising the Bill. Mr. Nanda in particular has been quite outspoken in flagging issues of autonomy of the
institutes. The I1Ms pointed out that some provisions in the Bill, as reported in The Hindu, would seriously
impact the autonomy of the institutes. Professor Anil Gupta of the IIM-Ahmedabad said: “It is the academic
faculty of the IIMs which had raised concerns. It is not about individuals.”

The Hindu sent a mail to the directors who politely refused to comment. A mail sent to the HRD Ministry for
the Minister’s comments did not elicit any response, though it was acknowledged.

Ms. Irani’s comments come after her Ministry’s attempts to iron out differences over the Bill following
concerns raised over the erosion of autonomy of the 1IMs.

Sources point to three implications of Ms. Irani’s observations. First, the impact on free speech, and what they
see as the government’s attempt to silence critics. As a senior academic faculty member said: “Had it not been
for the criticism, the government would not have gone back to the drawing board to redraft the Bill.” The
second is what is the point of inviting the cream of academics from abroad to raise the standards of the IIMs, if
they are attacked by Ministers themselves?

The third, the Bill makes its objective clear: to have management institutions of national importance with a view
to empowering them to attain standards of global excellence in management, management research and allied
areas of knowledge.

The Ministry has invited public comments on the Bill. Parliament is likely to debate the matter soon.
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New Education Policy followed the spirit of cooperative
federalism: Smriti Irani

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/story/new-education-policy-smriti-irani/1/545182.html|

On December 11, the Union Human Resource Development Minister, Smriti Irani said that the new education
policy which is under consideration will be cooperative federalist in spirit. According to a report in Indo-Asian
News Service (IANS), Smriti Irani said, "The process of consultation on new education policy has followed the
spirit of cooperative federalism."

When asked about the introduction of Bhagavad Gita in schools, Smriti Irani added, "The first school for kids is
their home with parents as teachers. It's not fair to say only school has a role in child's development.” Replying
to a question to rising 'intolerance’ in the country, she said, "The individuals returning awards never did the
same when they were examples of violence when Congress was in power."

The Government of India would like to bring out a National Education Policy to meet the changing dynamics of
the population's requirement with regards to quality education, innovation and research.
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